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Toplumsal yagamin O6nemli mekanlar1 olan meydanlar, tarihsel ve islevsel niteliklerinin
Otesinde, paylasilan ve ¢ogalan anlamlari ile toplumsal hafizanin mekéansal izlerini
barindirmaktadir. Birey ve topluluklarin deneyim ve anilari ile anlam bulan meydanlar1 kent
biitiiniinde onemli kilan bir diger unsur, yer ve yasamin birbirini bi¢imlendirme ve
doniistirme giicli ile yeniden big¢imlenmeleridir. Bu doniisiimiin yarattigi dongiide
meydanlarin fiziksel, sembolik ve islevsel anlami yeniden {iretilirken, toplum ve toplumun
kent ile iligkisi de yeniden sekillenmektedir. Ancak bu siire¢ kimi zaman yerin hafiza mekan1
niteligini giliclendirmekte, kimi zaman ise zayiflamasina ve hatta silinmesine neden
olmaktadir. Oysa kent kimliginin ve toplumsal yasamin Onemli bilesenlerinden olan
meydanlarin hafiza mekani niteliklerinin stirdiiriilmesi, birey ve topluluklarin fiziksel ve
toplumsal ¢evreleri ile iliskisini siirdiirebilmeleri i¢in dnemlidir. Bu yaklasimla kurgulanan
calisma, Bornova Meydani’'nin zamansal donglisiinii fiziksel ve toplumsal dinamikler
iizerinden tanimlamaktadir. Ote yandan, doéniisen meydanin toplumdaki etkisini,

silinen/iiretilen anilar1 ve hafiza mekani olarak yeniden sekillenmesini tartigmaktadir.
The Place of Memory, The Memory of Place: Bornova Square and Its Transformation

Public squares, as vital arenas of urban life, transcend their historical and functional roles by
embodying shared and evolving meanings that leave spatial imprints of collective memory.
Their significance within the urban fabric lies not only in the memories and experiences of
individuals and communities but also in the reciprocal relationship between place and
everyday life and its mutual capacity to shape and transform one another. Within this cyclical
process of transformation, the physical, symbolic, and functional meanings of squares are
continually reproduced. Simultaneously, the relationship between society and the urban
environment is reshaped. However, this process can sometimes strengthen the site's role as a
memory site, or conversely, it can lead to the weakening or even erasure of its mnemonic
function. Nevertheless, preserving the memory-related attributes of squares—an essential
component of urban identity and social life— is essential for maintaining the connection

between individuals, communities, and their physical and social surroundings. Adopting this
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perspective, the present study examines the temporal evolution of Bornova Square by
analyzing the physical and social dynamics that shape it. Furthermore, it explores the impact

of its transformation on collective memory, the erased or produced memories, and its

reshaping as a site of memory.



