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Bati Anadolu’daki Neolitiklesme siirecinin anlasilmasinda kilit rol oynayan
yerlesimlerden biri olan Yesilova Hoyligli, ayni zamanda Neolitik kiiltiiriin Kiy1 Ege’ye
yaytlimia iliskin 6nemli ve somut veriler sunmaktadir. Hoyiikte tespit edilen kiiltiirel
tabakalagsma, Bornova Ovasi’ndaki uzun siireli yerlesim dinamiklerinin yani sira bolgedeki
kiiltiirel siire¢ ve donilisiimlerin daha biitlinclil bir bicimde degerlendirilmesine olanak
tanimaktadir. Neolitik, Kalkolitik ve Tun¢ Caglari’na ait yogun yerlesim izleriyle 6ne ¢ikan
bolge, Ge¢ Roma Donemi’'ne ait buluntularla da dikkat c¢ekmektedir. Kazilarin erken
evrelerine ait yapi kalintilar1 icerisinde ortaya ¢ikarilan mezarlar ve su kiinkii sistemi,
yerlesimdeki Ge¢ Roma varliginin ilk somut gostergeleri olmustur. Son yillarda hoyiigiin bati
kesiminde yiiriitiilen ¢aligmalarda ise bu doneme ait yogun seramik bulgularinin yani sira
mimari yap1 kaltilaria da ulagilmistir. Elde edilen tiim bu veriler, Ge¢ Roma Dénemi’nde
Bornova Ovast’nin tarimsal faaliyetlerin yiriitiildiigii kirsal bir alan olarak kullanildigini
ortaya koymaktadir. Bu baglamda, Yesilova Hoyiigii’nlin konumu, Neolitik Dénem’den Geg
Roma Doénemi’ne uzanan siirecte tarimsal iiretim agisindan stratejik bir yerlesim alani olarak
degerlendirilmekte; bu durum da s6z konusu alandaki kiiltiirel stirekliligin temel
nedenlerinden biri olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.

Yesilova Hoyligii'nde gerceklestirilen sistematik kazi calismalari, Ge¢ Roma
Doénemi’ne ait yerlesim izlerinin aydinlatilmasinda 6nemli bulgular ortaya koymustur. Bu
donemle iligkilendirilen buluntular arasinda en dikkat ¢ekenler; sikke Ornekleri ile seramik
gruplaridir. S6z konusu seramikler, yapisal ve islevsel dzelliklerine gore Ince Seramikler,
Kaba Seramikler ve Amphoralar olmak iizere ii¢ ana grupta incelenmistir. Bu gruplar i¢inde
ozellikle Ince Seramikler, hem sayica hem de ¢esitlilik agisindan daha baskindir.

Ince Seramikler icerisinde en yogun grubu, Phokaia merkezli iiretildigi diisiiniilen ve
Ge¢ Roma C olarak tanimlanan Kirmizi Astarli Seramikler olusturmaktadir. Bu gruba ait 54
seramik parcasi tespit edilmis ve 6 farkli form belirlenmistir. J. Hayes’in tipolojisi
dogrultusunda siniflandirilan bu formlar genellikle servis amacgli kullanilan tabak ve

kaselerden olugmaktadir. Bu seramiklerin kullanim araligit MS 5. yiizyilin ortalarindan MS 7.
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ylizyilin baglarina kadar uzanmaktadir. Hayes Form 2, Form 3, Form 5, Form 6, Form 7 ve
Form 10 gibi ¢esitli formlar tespit edilmistir. Ozellikle 32 6rnekle temsil edilen Hayes Form 3,
Yesilova’daki en yaygin tip olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.

Diger dnemli bir kirmizi1 astarl grup ise Afrika Kirmizi Astarli Seramikleridir. Bu grup
da yine J. Hayes’in tipolojisine gore degerlendirilmis ve kullanim agisindan kapali formdan
ziyade acik formlar tercih edilmistir. MS 360-420 araligina tarihlenen Hayes Form 67, bu
gruba ait en erken O0rnek olarak tespit edilmistir. MS 600-660 donemine ait Hayes Form 106
ise bu serilerin son ornekleri arasinda yer almaktadir. Bu seramiklerin Kuzey Afrika, 6zellikle
Tunus’taki atdlyelerde iiretildigi ve iiretim siirecinde metal kap formlarmin taklit edildigi
anlagilmaktadir. Yesilova’da yalnizca iki 6rnekle temsil edilmeleri, bolgenin bu seramiklerle
olan sinirl ancak anlaml iligkisini gostermektedir.

Kaba Seramik grubu ise nitelik ve nicelik bakimindan olduk¢a smirli veriler
sunmaktadir. Bu grupta MS 3-4. ylizyillara tarihlenen ¢omlek, derin ¢anak ve masrapa
kaideleri ile MS 4-5. ylizyila tarihlendirilen ge¢ donem derin ¢anak drnekleri tespit edilmistir.
Bu buluntular giindelik kullanim aligkanliklarina dair ipuglar1 da vermektedir.

Amphora buluntular1 ise bolgenin Ege ve Akdeniz ticaret aglariyla olan baglantilarini
ortaya koymaktadir. MS 5-6. ylizyillara tarihlenen amphora Ornekleri arasinda Sinope
(Karadeniz), Ge¢ Roma 1B (Kilikya) ve Ge¢ Roma 5/6 (Misir) iiretimli amphoralar
bulunmaktadir. Bu bulgular, Yesilova HoOyligli'niin sadece yerel bir yerlesim degil, aym
zamanda ticari faaliyetlere entegre olmus kirsal bir merkez oldugunu gostermektedir.

Az sayida ele gecen Ge¢ Roma Donemi sikkeleri ise seramik buluntularin
tarihlendirilmesinde yardimci olmus ve bu doneme ait yerlesimin somutlasmasina katki
saglamistir. Tiim bu veriler bir arada degerlendirildiginde, Yesilova Hoyiigii’'nde tespit edilen
Ge¢ Roma Donemi verileri, Bornova Ovasi’nin bu donemde yogun bir tarimsal faaliyet alani
olarak kullanildigin1 gozler Oniine sermektedir. Seramik gruplari, mimari kalintilar ve
sikkeler, bu koy tipi yerlesimin hem i¢ tiiketim hem de ticaret aglarina dahil olduguna isaret
etmektedir. Neolitik Donem'den Ge¢ Roma'ya uzanan siireklilik, Yesilova'nin tarimsal
potansiyelinin tarih boyunca siiregelen onemini ve bu potansiyelin kiiltiirel devamliliga

katkisini ortaya koymaktadir.



Late Roman Period in the Bornova Plain: Yesilova Hoyiik and the Continuity of

Agricultural Production
Volkan YILDIZ*

Yesilova Hoyilik, one of the key settlements in understanding the Neolithization
process of Western Anatolia, also provides significant and concrete data regarding the spread
of Neolithic culture to the Aegean coast. The cultural stratification identified at the mound
allows for a more holistic assessment of the long-term settlement dynamics in the Bornova
Plain as well as the cultural processes and transformations in the region. While the area is
notable for its dense settlement traces from the Neolithic, Chalcolithic, and Bronze Ages, it
also draws attention with its finds from the Late Roman Period. The tombs and water conduit
system unearthed during the early phases of the excavations were the first tangible indicators
of a Late Roman presence in the settlement. In recent years, studies carried out in the western
section of the mound have yielded not only a significant amount of ceramic finds but also
architectural remains from this period. All this data reveals that the Bornova Plain was used as
a rural area for agricultural activities during the Late Roman Period. In this context, the
location of Yesilova Hoyiik is considered a strategic settlement area for agricultural
production from the Neolithic to the Late Roman Period, which stands out as one of the

fundamental reasons for the cultural continuity in the area.

Systematic excavations at Yesilova Hoyiik have revealed significant findings related to
the settlement traces of the Late Roman Period. Among the most notable finds from this
period are coins and ceramic groups. These ceramics are categorized into three main groups
based on their structural and functional characteristics: Fine Wares, Coarse Wares, and
Amphorae. Among these groups, Fine Wares are the most dominant in terms of both quantity

and variety.

Within the Fine Wares, the most abundant group consists of Red Slip Wares classified
as Late Roman C, thought to have been produced in Phokaia. A total of 54 ceramic fragments
from this group have been identified, with six different forms determined. Classified

according to J. Hayes' typology, these forms generally consist of plates and bowls used for
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serving. These ceramics were in use from the mid-5th century AD to the early 7th century
AD. Various forms such as Hayes Form 2, Form 3, Form 5, Form 6, Form 7, and Form 10
were identified. Notably, Hayes Form 3, represented by 32 examples, stands out as the most

common type at Yesilova.

Another important red slip group is the African Red Slip Wares. Also evaluated
according to J. Hayes’ typology, this group features more open forms than closed ones. Hayes
Form 67, dated between AD 360-420, is identified as the earliest example in this group.
Hayes Form 106, dated between AD 600—660, is among the latest examples. These ceramics
were produced in workshops in North Africa, particularly in Tunisia, and it is understood that
they imitate metal vessel forms. Their presence at Yesilova with only two examples indicates

a limited but significant relationship with this ceramic tradition.

The Coarse Ware group, on the other hand, presents relatively limited data in terms of
both quality and quantity. Identified finds include pot, deep bowl, and jug bases dated to the
3rd—4th centuries AD, as well as late deep bowl examples dated to the 4th—5th centuries AD.

These finds offer clues about everyday usage habits.

The amphora finds reveal the region’s connections with Aegean and Mediterranean
trade networks. Among the amphora examples dated to the 5th—6th centuries AD are types
produced in Sinope (Black Sea), Late Roman 1B (Cilicia), and Late Roman 5/6 (Egypt).
These findings show that Yesilova HOylik was not only a local settlement but also a rural

center integrated into commercial activities.

The small number of coins from the Late Roman Period has helped date the ceramic
finds and contributed to substantiating the settlement of this period. When all these data are
evaluated together, the Late Roman Period finds at Yesilova Hoylik clearly demonstrate that
the Bornova Plain was used as an area of intensive agricultural activity during this period. The
ceramic groups, architectural remains, and coins indicate that this village-type settlement was
involved in both internal consumption and trade networks. The continuity from the Neolithic
to the Late Roman Period highlights the historical significance of Yesilova’s agricultural

potential and its contribution to cultural continuity throughout history.



